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Abstract

Mouthings in Korean Sign Language (KSL)

The issue in this paper are mouthings in Korean Sign Language (KSL). Sign linguists
distinguish mouth action in mouthings and mouth gestures. Mouthings refer to mouth
movements or mouth patterns derived from the spoken language, whereas mouth gestures
don’t show any obvious relation to spoken language. For the research of mouthings in
KSL we have used data from the KSL Corpus which was collected in 2015. The KSL
Corpus data was already translated in Korean and the dominant hand and non-dominant
hand had been annotated in glosses. We have transcribed 112 min. of the KSL Corpus
data concerning different aspects of mouth actions. The mouthings were transcribed in
hangul, korean letters and the result of our study shows that contrary to the commonly
opinion in the KSL community KSL signers do use mouthings and these have
grammatical functions. Out of 10,879 signs in the dominant hand 3,246 signs (29.8
%) appeared with mouthings. The rate is much smaller than the rate in Auslan or
in The Netherlands. Analysing the grammatical function of mouthings, the results
show that 96.2% of the mouthings refer to the core meaning of the sign. 3.0% of
the mouthings add further information to the sign (M-add), 0.3% specifiy the
meaning of the sign (M-spec) and 0.5% of the mouthings appear by themselves

without a sign (M-solo).

Keywords: Korean Sign Language (KSL), non-manual signals, mouthing, KSL corpus
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